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I. N the latter End of the Year 
© I F 1739, eight or ten Perſons 
e came to me in London, who 
| appeared to be deeply con- 
vinced of Sin, and carneftly groaning for 
Redemption. They deſired (as did two 
or three more the next Day) that T would 
ſpend ſome Time with them in Prayer, 
and adviſe them how to flee from the 
Wrath to come, which they ſaw conti- 
nually hanging over their Heads. That 
we might have more Time for this great 
Work, I appointed a Day when they 
mizht all come together, which from 
thenceforw ard they did every Week, 
namely on Ji, in the Evening. 
To theſe, and as many more as deſired to 
Pin with them, (lor their Number in— 
created daily) 1 ga ve thoſs Adyices from 
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Time to Time which I judged moit nced- 
ful for them; and we always concluded 
our Mecting with Prayer tuited to their 


ſeveral Neceſſit Cs. 


II. This was tie ie of the UNITED 
SOCIETY, Brit in £9199, and then in 
other Places. Such à Society is no other 


than 2 os Passi of Ic, having the 


Form and ſceking the Power of Godlineſs, 


united in dier tot pray together, to te 
cerve the Fiord of EXP? tation 211d to 
le bes, ON anether in Live, that 
they mu help each othei” to york biet 
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THE. That it may the more ealily be 
diſcerned, waether 2 are indeed wor k- 
ing out their own Salvation, each Society 
is divided into ſmaller Companics, called 
Claſſes, according to their ret Pee IN 
of Abode. There are about tu elve Per- 
ſons in every Q! als; one of whom 1s ſtiled 
The Leader. It is his Bulineſs 

1. To ſee each Perſon in his Claſs, 
once a Week at the leaſt; in order 

Io enquire how their Souls proſper; 

To adviſe, reprove, comſort or e hort, 
as Occaſion may require; D | 

To 


(33 

To receive what they are willing to 
give toward the Relief of the Poor. 

2. Io meet the Miniſter and © the 
Stewards of the Society once a Week; 
in order 

To inform the Miniſter of any that are 


fick, or of any that walk diſorderly, and 
will not be reproved ; 
To pay to the Stewards what they 
have received of their ſeveral Claſſes in 
the Week preccdin, 12: And 
To ſhew their Account of what cac 
Perſon has contributed. 


IV. The 8 18 LN ily One Cond: on Ps 
viouily red! red, 1 Ut 015 ho deſire Ad. 
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miſſion into theſe Souietic 4 19 Tre 79 
fe frun the Hat to ZR 5 bo {oe, 2 
fro . SN Bat, wherever this 18 
Teaily fix d in.the Soul, it will be ſhewn- 
. by its Pils It is therefore expected 

of all who continue therein, that they 
ſhould continue to evidence their Deſire 
of Sal vation, 

Firth, By doing, no Harn 
ing Evil in every Kind; eſp 
which is moſt generally pr pra ict) 

The taking the Nainc 
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The profaning the Day of the Lokp, 


either by doing ordinary Work: thereon, 
or by Buying or Selling; 


Drunkenn: cs, buying or ſelling Spiri- 
tuous Liquors, or d: inking them m (un! ets 
in Caſes of extreme Neceftit I 

my Fighting, Warreiling, Brawling, Go- 


ing to Law, Returhing Eull for Evil or 
Railing 2 Riz „5 

"RF 7 

The afing nany Words in Buying or 
Selling; 

The buying 
I 00S; | 

T N giving or taking Things on Uſury; 


Uncharitable or unn rofitable Core 


— 


r ſclling Vncuſtom a 


fation; eſpec Gay, ipeaking Evil of Ma- 
piſtiates or Mziſters; 


Doing ty others as We 
2 OU. 09 unto its; 

Doing what we know 1s not for the 
Glory of GOD; As 

The 8 1g 0, » Gold or coſily A; bare]; 

The tak ro 9. (ch Te ONS 2s canes 
be wied in the Name of the LORD jJ£8US: 

The ging thole Songs, of reading 
thoſe Books, which do not tend to the 
Knowledge or Love of GOD; 

Soktnels, and needlels Self-indulgence: 

Laying up Treatures upon Earth, 

V. It 


would not they 
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V. It is expected of all who continue in 
theſe Societies, that they ſhould continue 
to evidence their Deſire of Salvation, 


00077971, By doing Good, by being in 
every Kind merciful after thei; Power: 
as they have Opportunity, dot, 
of every poſſible Sort, and as 
poſſible, to all Men: 

To their Bodies, of the Ability whick 


vV 141 
GOD giveth, by iis Food to the 
Hungry, by dortiiys the Nexed, by 
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Daft lig or Helbig thei that are jock Of 
in Pi fai: 

To their Souls, by infrudting, reprov- 
ing or exhorting all we have any 
courſe with; trampling under Foot that 
Enthuſtaſtic Doctrine cf Devils, that © wwe 
are not to do Good, unleſs %. Heart 
* be free to it.“ | 

By doing Good cſpecis ly to them that 
are of the Houſhold of Faith or groan- 
ing ſo to be; employing them preferably 
to others, buying one of another, help- 
ing each other in Buſineſs; and fo much 
the more, becauſe the World will love 
its own, and them only: 

By all poſſible Diligence and Frugality, 
that the Goſpel be not Llamed: 
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ſhould continue to evidence 


By running with Patience the Race 
that is ſet before them; gc e Fen 
ſelwes, and taking up their C ws daily; 
{ſubmitting to Year the Reproach of CH; lt, 


to be as the Filth and Off-icouring of ths 


World; and looking g that Men ſhe Sale lay 
all Manner of Evil 6 of them falſely, for 
thetr LORD 5 SAKE. 


VI. It is expected of all who deſire to 
continue in theſe Societies, that they 
their Deſire 
of Salvation, 


Thirdly, By attending upon all the 
Ordinances of GOD: Such are 

The public Worſhip of GOD; _ 
The Miniſtry of the Word, either 
read or Cx pounded; 
The Supper of the L 
Private Prayer ; 
Family Prayer ; 
Searching the Scriptures: anch 
Faſting or Abſtinence. 
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VII. Theſe are the General Rules of 
our Societies; all which we are taught of 
GOD to obſerve, even in his Written 
Word, the only Rule, and the ſufficient 

Rule 


1 
U 
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Rule both of our Faith and Practice: 
And all Oe we know his Spirit writes 
en every truly awakened Heart. If there 
be any among us who obſerye them not, 


who habitually break any one of them, 
let it be made known unto them who 


watch Oer that Soul, as they th LAT - Matt 
give an Account. We will admoniſn him 


of the Error of. his Ways: We will! 7 


with him for a Seaſon. But then if he 
repent not, he hath no more Place among 
Us. We ha ve delivered our own Souls. 


JoHN WESLEY, 
CHARLES VV ESLEY. 


May 1, 1743. 


For thife who are convinced of Sin. 


1 Moſt compaſſionate High Prieſt, 
Full of all Grace we know Thou art: 
Far puts its Hand upon thy Breaſt, 
And feels beneath thy panting Heart. 


2 Thy panting Heart for Sinners bleeds; 
Thy Mercies and Compaſſions move; 
Thy groaning Spirit interceeds, 
And yearn the Bowels of thy Love. 


3 Hear then the Pleading Spirit's Prayer, 
(The Spirit's Will to Thee is known) 
For all who now thy Suficrings ſhare, 


And ſtill for full Redemption groan, 


4 Poor tempted Souls, with Tempefts toſt, 
And Strangers to a Moment's Peace 
Diſconſolate, afflicted, loſt, 
Loſt in an howling Wilderneſs, 


Torn with an endleſs War within, 

Vex'd with the Fleſh and Spirit's Strife, 
And ſtruggling in the Toils of Sin, 
And agonizing into Lite. 


O let 
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6 © let the Pris'ners mournful Cries 


As Incenſe in thy Sight appear 
Their humble Wailings pierce the Skies 


If haply they may feel Thee near! 
7 The Captive Exiles make their Moans, 


From Sin impatient to be free; 
Call Home, call Home thy Baniſh'd Ones! 
Lead Captive their Captivity! 


8 Shew them the Blood that bought their Peace, 
The Anchor of their ſtedfaff Hope; 
And bid their guilty Terrors ceaſe, 


And bring the ranſom'd Pris'ners up. 


9 Out of the Deep regard their Cries, 
The Fallen raiſe, the Mourners cheat: 
O Sun of Righteouineſs ariſe 


And ſcatter all their Doubt and F car! 


10 Pity the Day of feeble Things; 


O gather every halting Soul, 
And drop Salvation from thy Wings, 
And make the contrite Sinner whole. 


11 Stand by them in the fiery Hour, 


Their Feebleneſs of Mind defend; 
And in their Weakneſs ſhew thy Power, 
And make them patient to the End. 


12 O ſatisfy their Soul in Drought; 


Give them thy ſaving Health to ſee, 
And let thy Mercy find them out; 
And let thy Mercy reach to me. 


| 1 3 Haſt Thou the Work of Grace begun, 
x And brought them to the Birth in vain? 
O let thy Children fee the Sun 


Let al their Souls be born again! 


Relieve 


(12 ) 
14 Relicve the Souls whoſe Croſs we bear, 


For whom thy ſuff ring Members mourn; 
Anſwer our F AiTH's effectual Prayer; 


Bid every ſtruggling Child be born. 


Hark how thy Turtle Dove complains, 
And ſee us weep for Sion's Woe! 

Pity thy ſuf ring People's Pain; 
Avenge us of our Inbred Foe. 


io Whom Thou haſt bound, O Lonp, expel, 
And take his Armour al: avray; | 
'The Man of Sin, the Child of Hell, 
The Devil in our Nature ſlay, 


17 Him and his Works at once deitroy, 
The Heing of all Sin eraſc, 
And turn our Mourning into Joy, 7 
And cloath us with the Robes of Praiſe. 


18 Then when our Suit rings all : 
O let us pure and perfect be! 
And gain our Calling's Prize at laſt, 


For ever ſanctifi ie in 1 nee, 
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